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CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS 

From 1 JAN 

16 JAN 

16-27 JAN 

27 JAN 

27-29 JAN 

30 JAN 

31 JAN - 4 FEB 

9-11 FEB 

10 FEB 

12-18 FEB 

19-23 FEB 

24-26 FEB 

26 FEB - 4 MAR 

7-11 MAR 

14-17 MAR 

20 MAR - 1 APR 

2-9 APR 

10-15 APR 

17-20 APR 

22-28 APR 

29 APR - 3 MAY 

4-13 MAY 

10 MAY 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) moored 
t o  P i e r  12, Naval Stat ion,  Norfo lk ,  VA 

Underway f rom Norfo lk ,  VA, f o r  Mediterranean 
deployment w i t h  COMCRUDESGRU EIGHT and 
COMCARAIRW ING SEVEN embarked 

En rou te  t o  the  Mediterranean Sea 

INCHOP S i x t h  F lee t .  CTF 60 embarked 
aboard IKE. IKE designated CTU 60.1.9 

I n  p o r t  Rota, Spain 

Underway from Rota f o r  t h e  western Mediterranean 

ASW Week Exercises 

I n  p o r t  Naples, I t a l y  

USS DWIGHT 0. EISENHOWER Change o f  Command. 
Captain J. H. Mauldin r e 1  ieved Captain 
(now Rear Admiral)  W. E. Ramsey 

Operations i n  t h e  Ion ian  Sea 

I n  p o r t  Naples, I t a l y  

Operat ions i n  Centra l  and Eastern Mediterranean 

"Nat ional  Week XXVI/Sardinia 1-79" Combined 
Task Force Exerc ise 

I n  p o r t  Venice, I t a l y  

Operations o f f  Souda Bay, Crete 

Mid Cruise Standdown Naples, I t a l y  

Operat ions i n  Western Basin and Eastern 
Mediterranean 

I n  p o r t  Athens, Greece 

I n  p o r t  Livorno, I t a l y  

MULTIPLEX 1-79 Exerc ise i n  I on ian  Sea 

Operat ions i n  Eastern Mediterranean 

I n  p o r t  Haifa, I s r a e l  

Day-at-Sea A i r  Power Demonstration, H a i f  a, 
I s r a e l  



14-16 MAY 

17-24 MAY 

28 MAY - 3 JUN 

4-14 JUN 

14 JUN 

15-28 JUN 

22 JUN 

2 JUL 

6 JUL 

7-13 JUL 

13 JUL 

13 JUL - 13 AUG 

1 AUG - 30 OCT 

6-16 NOV 

16-26 NOV 

26 NOV - 7 DEC 

8-31 DEC 

Refresher Operations Eastern Mediterranean 

Operation DAWN PATROL 79 

I n  p o r t  Lisbon, Portugal  

Operations Western Mediterranean 

SECNAV V i s i t  

I n  p o r t  Naples, I t a l y  

CTF 60 Change o f  Comand aboard IKE 

I n  p o r t  Rota, Spain 

Bluewater Turnover USS INDEPENDENCE. COMCARGRU 
FOUR embarked aboard IKE. IKE designated 
CTU 20.7.1 

En rou te  Norfo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

A r r i v a l  P i e r  12, Naval Stat ion,  Norfo lk ,  
V i r g i n i a  

Post-deployment Standdown, P i e r  12 

Res t r i c ted  A v a i l a b i l i t y  (RAV) P i e r  12 

Sea t r i a l s / C a r r i e r  Quals i n  V i r g i n i a  Capes 
Oparea 

I n  p o r t  P i e r  12 

F lee t /T ra in ing  Comnand C a r r i e r  Qua1 s i n  
V i r g i n i a  Capes Oparea 

Moor P ie r  12. Hol iday Leave pe r iod  



USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) 

BASIC DATA 

I . Command Organ i z a t  i on 

a. Commanding O f f i c e r  

(1)  Captain Wi l l i am E. Ramsey, USN, from 10 October 1975 
through 10 February 1979 

(2 )  Captain James H. Mauldin, USN, from 10 February 1979 t o  
present 

b. Executive Of f icer :  Captain Eugene D. Conner, USN, from 27 
October 1978 t o  present  

11. Mission o f  USSDWIGHTD. EISENHOWER(CVN69). Themiss ion  o f  
USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) i s  t o  prov ide  sea-based t a c t i c a l  
a i r  power f o r  defense o f  America's r i g h t  t o  freedom o f  the seas as we l l  
as t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  Uni ted States Sovereignty. As p a r t  o f  t h i s  mission, 
USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER i s  capable of p r o j e c t i n g  sea-based a i r  power 
i nc lud ing  a n t i  -submarine warfare. 

111. Background 

a. Named a f t e r  t he  34th  President  and General o f  t he  Army, USS 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) i s  t h e  t h i r d  nuclear  powered a i r c r a f t  
c a r r i e r  ever b u i l t .  The kee l  o f  t he  ship was l a i d  on 15 August 1970 
and was authent icated by t h e  l a t e  Pres ident 's  grandson, D. David Eisenhower 
11. F i v e  years l a t e r ,  on 11 October 1975, the  l a t e  Mamie Doud Eisenhower, 
widow o f  t h e  President  and s h i p ' s  sponsor, chr is tened t h e  sh ip  dur ing  
launching ceremonies i n  Newport News, VA. 

b. On 18 October 1977, USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER was placed i n  
comnission i n  ceremonies a t  P i e r  12, Naval Stat ion,  Norfo lk ,  VA. 

c. On 16 January 1979, USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER was underway 
from P i e r  12, Naval Stat ion,  Norfo lk ,  VA, enroute t o  the  Mediterranean 
f o r  her f i r s t  overseas deployment, re tu rn ing  t o  P i e r  12 on 13 J u l y  1979. 



RESUME OF USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) OPERATIONS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 
1979 

1979 was a milestone year i n  the ea r l y  operat ional l i f e  o f  USS 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) f o r  i t  recorded her f i r s t  overseas deployment; 
a six-month Mediterranean t r i p  t h a t  began 16 January from her Norfolk, 
V i r g i n i a  homeport. 

IKE departed P ie r  12, Naval Stat ion, Norfolk, w i t h  n ine squadrons 
o f  Car r ie r  A i r  Wing SEVEN (CVW-7) embarked, f o r  the  3,659-mile t r a n s i t  
t o  Rota, Spain t o  r e l i e v e  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67). During the 
27-29 January in -por t  per iod i n  Rota, Comnander B a t t l e  Force S i x t h  F lee t /  
Comnander Car r ie r  Group TWO (Rear Admiral Robert F. Schoul tz ,  USN) embarked 
aboard and IKE was designated CTU 60.1.9. I n  the  ea r l y  morning hours o f  30 
January, IKE passed through the s t r a i t s  o f  G ib ra l t a r  and i n t o  the Medi- 
terranean f o r  the f i r s t  time. Eleven days of f l i g h t  operat ions i n  the western 
Mediterranean fo l lowed before IKE dropped anchor o f f  Naples, I t a l y  on 
9 February t o  begin her f i r s t  Mediterranean p o r t  v i s i t .  The f o l l ow ing  
day, Captain J. H. Mauldin r e l i e ved  IKE's f i r s t  skipper, Captain (now 
Rear Admiral) W. E. Ramsey, as Comnanding O f f i c e r  i n  ceremonies he ld  
on board. 

IKE was underway again on 12 February f o r  seven days o f  f l i g h t  
operat ions i n  the Ion ian  Sea before re tu rn ing  t o  Naples on 19 February 
f o r  a f ive-day p o r t  c a l l .  The f o l l ow ing  week (26 February t o  4 March) 
IKE pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  "National -Week XXVI/Sardinia 1-79", a six-day combined 
task fo rce  exerc ise o f f  the coast o f  Sard in ia  invo lv ing  over 50 Navy 
ships and 300 a i r c r a f t  from various NATO countr ies designed t o  t e s t  the  
s t rength  o f  amphibious landing forces i n  the Mediterranean. IKE then 
dropped anchor o f f  Venice, I t a l y  on 6 March f o r  a six-day p o r t  v i s i t  
f o l  1 owed by exercises i n  the cen t ra l  Mediterranean before re tu rn ing  
t o  Naples 20 March t o  begin a 13-day mid-deployment standdown. 

I K E  was underway again f o r  e i gh t  days o f  f l i g h t  operations i n  the 
Western Basin and Eastern Mediterranean before p u l l  i n g  i n t o  Athens, 
Greece on 10 A p r i l  f o r  f i v e  days, becoming the f i r s t  U.S. Navy c a r r i e r  
t o  v i s i t  there  i n  over f i v e  years. A four-day p o r t  c a l l  t o  Livorno, 
I t a l y  fo l lowed before comnencing a six-day dual b a t t l e  group t r a i n i n g  
exercise -- known as MULTIPLEX -- on 22 Ap r i l ,  the  f i r s t  mult i -dimensional 
warfare t r a i n i n g  exercise o f  i t s  k ind  ever conducted. 

On 4 May, IKE a r r i ved  i n  Haifa, I s rae l ,  f o r  a ten-day p o r t  v i s i t  
which included embarking c lose t o  900 I s r a e l i  guests f o r  a "day-at-sea" 
on 10 May. Among the  many dist inguished v i s i t o r s  present f o r  the s i x -  
hour cruise, which included a coordinated a i r  t r a i n i n g  exercise by CVW- 
7, were: I s r a e l i  President Yitzhak Navon, Prime M in i s t e r  Menachim 
Begin, Defense M in is te r  Ezer Weizman, U. S. Ambassador t o  I s r a e l  Samuel 
Lewis, and numerous members o f  the I s r a e l i  Knesset. 

Three days a f t e r  ge t t i ng  underway from Ha i f  a on 14 May, IKE, accompanied 
by f i v e  escort  ships, jo ined 80 other ships from s i x  NATO countr ies 
i n  the f i n a l  two phases o f  a three-phase marit ime support exercise 
known as "Operation Dawn Pa t ro l "  which concluded 24 May. Four days 



l a te r ,  IKE anchored o f f  Lisbon, Portugal, f o r  a seven-day p o r t  c a l l .  

On 4 June, I K E  reentered the Mediterranean Sea f o r  a week o f  f l i g h t  
operat ions before p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the two-day Spanish a i r  defense exercise, 
"Poopdeck 2-79", on 12 and 13 June. On 13-14 June, IKE hosted the 
Secretary o f  the Navy, the Hon. W. Graham Claytor, Jr., who flew aboard 
t o  meet IKE1s s t a f f  and crew and observe f l i g h t  operations. 

IKE again anchored o f f  Naples 15 June f o r  14 days and on 22 June 
hosted i t s  second change o f  comnand ceremony o f  the  deployment as Rear 
Admiral James R. Sanderson re l i eved  Rear Admiral Robert F. Schoultz 
as Comnander B a t t l e  Force S i x t h  FleetIComnander Carr ie r  Group Two. 

IKE was underway again from Naples on 29 June and, fo l l ow ing  a 
two-day stopover i n  Rota, was re l i eved  by USS INDEPENDENCE (CV 62) o f f  
the Azores on 6 July. During t h i s  t ime (3-6 July) ,  the Engineering 
and Reactor Departments underwent t h e i r  Operational Reactor Safeguards 
Examination (ORSE) and passed w i t h  an overa l l  "above average" score. 
The six-day A t l a n t i c  crossing followed, w i t h  CVW-7 f l y i n g  o f f  12 Ju ly  
and IKE a r r i v i n g  back a t  P i e r  12, Norfolk, Fr iday 13 July. 

With regard t o  Mediterranean f l i g h t  operations, IKE conducted 79 
days of a i r  operat ions between 27 January and 6 Ju l y  1979. The embarked 
a i r  wing f l ew a t o t a l  of 19,674 hours and accounted f o r  8,580 arrested 
landings and 852 he l icopter  landings. 

IKE comenced her Rest r ic ted A v a i l a b i l i t y  (RAV) per iod alongside 
P ie r  12 on 1 August and extending through 30 October. On 6 November 
IKE was underway f o r  a ten-day at-sea per iod i n  the V i r g i n i a  Capes operat ing 
area f o r  both f l e e t  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and damage con t ro l  t ra in ing .  
Fol lowing a ten-day i n  p o r t  period, IKE returned t o  the V i r g i n i a  Capes 
Oparea on 26 November f o r  both f l e e t  and t r a i n i n g  comnand c a r r i e r  qua1 i f  i ca t i ons  
before re tu rn ing  t o  P ier  12 on 8 December t o  begin the Christmas hol iday 
leave period. During t h i s  at-sea period, on 30 November, IKE was n o t i f i e d  
t h a t  the ship had outpaced a l l  other A t l a n t i c  F l ee t  c a r r i e r s  t o  capture 
the COMNAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  E f f i c i ency  I1E" f o r  1979. I n  add i t i on  t o  the  
overa l l  "EN award, s i x  out  o f  a possib le ten departmental "EM I s  were 
a1 so awarded t o  IKE; namely: Operations, A i r ,  Engineering, Weapons, 
Medical , and Damage Control. 


